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SCDA Small Grant Application Form 
Community Grants 2026 (pilot)

	Overview of small grants programme
	SCDA are running a pilot small grants programme during 2026 with two main aims:
· To involve the community in grant decision‑making through a pilot community panel.
· To fund one‑off grants that support projects or activities which reduce isolation and improve wellbeing for people living in Lewes District.


	Value of small grant available
	Small Grant: Up to £500.00
A total found of £2000 is available.
Deadline for applications Wednesday 18th March 

Decisions will be made by a community panel in early April 2026. 


	Purpose of grants programme – what are we aiming to achieve?
	At SCDA, we value the vital contribution of the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise (VCSE) sector.
This pilot grant programme invites applications for projects that focus on reducing isolation and improving wellbeing within local communities.
The grant is designed to support the financial needs of VCSE groups across Lewes District, enabling the delivery of meaningful and impactful activities.
We’re here to help you thrive.
Let’s build stronger, more connected communities together.


	Recording and reporting requirements
	Reporting:
We have a template for this purpose if you would prefer that option (downloadable word doc on our website) otherwise please provide a brief written report addressing the following two areas:
1. Use of Funding
Please describe how your group spent the funding. This could include:
· Project delivery (e.g. materials, venue hire, transport)
· Volunteer support (e.g. training, expenses)
· Any other relevant costs
2. Impact on the Community
Please explain what difference the funding made to the community you work with. You might include:
· Number of people supported (estimated)
· Types of activities delivered
· Feedback or testimonials
· Any unexpected outcomes or learning
You’re welcome to include photos, quotes, or stories that illustrate your work. There’s no set format—just keep it clear and honest. If you need help writing your report, we’re happy to support you.


	Timeline (application deadline, decision date, start and end of project activity, reporting deadlines)
	
Small grants of up to £500 – apply before 5pm 18th March using the Application form below and send to LDCAN@sussexcommunity.org.uk.


Reporting deadline:
Small grants: Please send a report within 3 months of receiving the funds.


	What level of support/input can the Community Development Worker provide to support the application process and beyond?
	
We are here to help you. LD CAN is supporting groups as part of this process and as such please do get in touch with the LD CAN team (details below) should you have ANY queries, there is no ‘silly’ question. We will provide whatever assistance we can but please note we are not able to write the grant application for you, we can guide and inform only.


	Required additional documents/information (budget, insurance, etc)
	When submitting the application, please also include (as a separate document) the budget which would detail final amount requested as well as how it will be spent. 
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In order to apply to SCDA for a small grant you must:
· Be a not-for-profit organisation
· Have a governing body with at least three people who are unrelated and who are volunteers
· Or for social enterprises, CICs and Companies Limited by Guarantee, the majority must not be paid
· Provide support for communities in Sussex
Your organisation does not have to be a charity but it does need to have:
· A bank account in your organisation's name with at least two unrelated signatories (not related by birth, marriage, relationship or living at the same address)
· A constitution or governing document with a minimum of three trustees or committee members, and at least two who are unrelated
· Accounts or records of expenditure
· Relevant policies in place (e.g equal opportunities, safeguarding, health and safety)
If you are unsure about your eligibility, please contact …LDCAN@sussexcommunity.org.uk………………………
APPLICATION - Please complete the following 
	Main contact – Name & Role

	

	Contact details

	

	Your group or organisation name
	


	Are you

	☐ An individual with an idea
☐ Informal small group
☐ Constituted small group (income under £5,000)
☐ Company Limited by Guarantee
	☐ Charity
☐ CIC
☐ CIO

	Do you meet all the eligibility criteria as listed above?
	

	Where will your activities take place in East Sussex?
	


	Project Overview  

Please provide a brief description of your proposed project (max 300 words)
	



	Who are the beneficiaries of your project? And how many beneficiaries are you aiming to reach? These may be direct and/or indirect.
	

	What impact will your project have? What outcomes are you aiming to achieve?
	





	How will you meet the recording and reporting requirements as outlined above?

	

	Partnerships & collaboration – please describe any key partners involved in the project (if any)
	



	What is the overall cost of the project?  Will the small grant cover the entire cost? If not, please describe any match funding or how will you meet the additional cost.
Please attach a budget breakdown.

	

	Do you have a group bank account?

	☐ No (It is not initially necessary to have a group bank account, but if not, we will need to discuss where the funding could be held.)
☐ Yes
· Personal bank accounts require a reference, or a host community organisation can be nominated. 
(A referee could be a Community Development Worker from another organisation or service who you know, a representative of the local school, church, employer, a local voluntary organisation or local councillor.) 


	If your organisation/group’s annual income exceeds £10,000 how is this money identified?
	☐ Mainly administration, management & running costs
☐ Mainly money for identified short term activities/projects
☐ We have under £10,000 income per year

	Before submitting please check:

	☐  All questions have been answered
☐  A simple budget is provided 


	Processing 
	· After we consider your application, you can expect to receive a response within 5 working days to discuss any further information that we may need
· If successful we will send you a form which will request bank details 

	Monitoring and evaluation
	· Please keep all receipts and a breakdown of how the funding was spent.
· We will be requesting you complete a very simple feedback form to describe activities & outcomes 
· It would also be great if you could take photos and participant’s feedback 




Please note that we will not fund projects that: 
· Only benefit one individual
· Are focussed on making profits and sharing these profits privately
· Discriminate based on race, religion, national origin, disability, age, or sexual orientation
· Are raising funds for works or equipment already committed, bought or completed
· Activities already funded by another organisation
· Overtly or exclusively promote a political agenda
· Overtly or exclusively promote a religious agenda
· Include purchase of alcohol or illegal substances

The information you have provided on this form will be stored in paper form or electronically and will be shared with Sussex Community Development Association. Information relating to all applications, whether successful or not, will be stored until March 2028. A copy of the Privacy Notice can be found on the following website www.sussexcommunity.org.uk or a copy requested by calling 01273 517250.
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