Policy Updated: April 2025

[image: image1.jpg]benfpn"
3 Island -

i Nursery











[image: image2.jpg]@ Sussex

@ Community
@ Development
o

Association





Funded Places Policy: 15 and 30 Hour packages

Statement of Intent

Denton Island Nursery is dedicated to offering high quality Early Education and Care to the local community in which it sits. 

Funded places are designed to allow all families access to such provision, however: -
“Government funding is intended to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week of free, high quality, flexible childcare. It is not intended to cover the cost of meals, other consumables, additional hours, or additional services”.
Early Education and Care Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities (March 2017)

The nursery currently offers funded places for two and three years old for up to 15 hours a week, and up to 30 hours per week for eligible three-year-olds. 

Aim

Our aim is to make these places available for families providing free access to the nursery’s educational and care provision within in a financially sustainable package.  

The offer packages – Funded sessions from September 2023
Two-year-olds

15 hours per week – offered during 1-4pm, with possible option of a 9-12 session being offered if we have capacity. 

The lunch hour (12-1pm) and any additional hours will be charged at the full hour rate of £7.20. For Children attending the breakfast hour 8am-9am breakfast is included and tea hour 5pm-6pm tea will be included in the hourly rate.

For two-year-olds we continue to offer stretched or term time only offer for 15 hour funded children.  
Three-year-olds: 15-hour offer

Funded sessions will ONLY be offered during 1-4pm, with possible option of a 9-12 session being offered if we have capacity. 

Lunch hour (12-1pm) and any additional hours will be charged at the full hour rate of £7.50. For Children attending the breakfast hour 8am-9am breakfast is included and tea hour 5pm-6pm tea will be included in the hourly rate.

There will also be a charge of £2.20 per funded session (9am-12pm and/or 1pm-4pm) to cover care package.

We will continue to offer stretched or term time only offer for 15 funded children.

Three-year-olds: 30-hour funding

From September our new offer of funding will only be offered as a STRETCHED OFFER and no longer a term time only option.

This will give all 30-hour code parents around 22.4 funded hours/week over 47 weeks of the year with 4 weeks unfunded where full fees will be required. This is the current offer for stretched hours.

Funded sessions will be offered during 9-12pm and 1-4pm 

Breakfast (8-9am) Lunch hour (12-1pm) and twilight sessions 4-6pm will be charged at the full hour rate of £7.50. 

There will also be a charge of £2.20 per funded session (9am-12pm and/or 1pm-4pm) to cover care package.

The care package will cover our costs for wipes, sun cream, forest school sessions and snack.

More than one child in your family? 
For families with more than one child attending the nursery, we give a reduction of 5% on the second child.
Support with childcare costs

You may be entitled to Childcare Tax Credit or help towards nursery fees via Universal Credits - please speak to a member of staff.
Some three-year-olds may also be entitled to additional top-up funds for the nursery enabling us to buy tailored resources or access specialist training under the EYPP scheme.  A form is included in our prospectus to help the nursery apply for this funding.

Extra sessions.

Families can purchase additional hours beyond their child’s funded sessions if they wish to across our opening hours, subject to availability. 

Opening hours:

The nursery is open between 8:00am and 6:00pm with the following choices of start times: -

Start times: 8:00; 9:00 and 1:00.

Collection times: 12:00; 1:00; 3:00; 4:00; 5:00; 6:00. 

The variety of start and collection times is designed so that families can tailor their child’s attendance to their family’s needs.

Children can attend all year round (or for those accessing the 15-hour package, on a term-time only basis) over 51 weeks of the year.

Our STANDARD FEES INFORMATION provided in our Prospectus lays out our registration and session fees information for families wishing to purchase additional hours.
Session places are limited by nursery capacity. Priority of places will go to existing families first and then any new clients in line with our Admissions Policy and sessional availability.

Forest School

The nursery has two staff members who are fully trained Forest School practitioners enabling the nursery to offer a wonderful range of Forest School activities and enrichment opportunities as part of our Funded Places offer.

Exclusions

As mentioned above the funding provided by government does not include food or other items, our policy related to such additions are laid out below: 

Consumables 

The nursery asks all our families to provide their own consumables, such as nappies, but our care package fee covers the cost of sun creams, wipes, snack, and forest school sessions.
Food

For families accessing our breakfast or teatime hours food is included from the nursery’s menu rated ‘Outstanding’ by the Children’s Food Trust.
Families do need to provide a packed lunch for children attending the Lunch Hour.  This lunch must be suitable to be served cold and must conform to our HEALTHY LUNCH BOX POLICY.

Additional Services:

In the event the nursery offers outings, trips or special bought in sessions (e.g., Dance, sport, music, or language sessions) these services may involve a charge to cover costs. Such sessions will be voluntary, and parents can choose not to access them if they’d prefer. 

Additional Information

The government’s funded session and the nursery’s offered packages will be subject to review and development over time.  We will keep families informed of any updates and changes to government or nursery policy related to the provision of free/funded child education and care places. 


