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Sick Child Policy
Aim

It is the aim of Denton Island Nursery to: - 
· actively promote the good health of all children, 
· take necessary steps to prevent the spread of infection, 
· take appropriate action when children become ill whilst in our care and,

· meet our duty of care under the statutory framework laid out by the Department for Education.
Methods

In all cases the welfare of the child, and that of the other children attending the nursery, must be the paramount consideration when deciding whether a child who is unwell may attend nursery or should remain at home.  We have rules that must be applied at all times:
1. A child must not be at risk of infecting others, and

2. The child must be well enough to take part in the normal daily routines of the nursery.

*Do not send your child to nursery if they have had any Calpol or similar medications in the last 12 hours as this could mask the symptoms of infection and allow viruses to spread amongst the nursery. 
Staff have the right to refuse a child who has been administered calpol or similar medicine before their nursery session
In addition, we apply the following more specific rules regarding whether children who are unwell can attend nursery: -
· A child must have been taking any medications for at least 24 hours before returning to nursery (Note: Nursery staff cannot administer medications for unwell children. Please see our medicine policy for more details)
· With cases of sickness and diarrhoea, children must be clear of all symptoms for at least 48 hours before they return to nursery.
· We ask families to keep children at home for 12 hours after they have had an immunisation.

· Guidance on how long children need to remain at home when they have one of the common childhood illnesses (e.g., Chickenpox, Conjunctivitis etc...) is provided as needed.

· In the event staff are unsure about whether or not a child should be at nursery we may recommend that the family checks with a GP/Nurse prior to them coming into nursery (e.g., if a rash is seen that might be chickenpox or the child has lose nappies and a temperature that could be either teething or a tummy bug)
· The nursery always takes rashes very seriously as a precaution against meningitis and other potentially serious infections and as such will usually require the child to be seen by a GP/nurse before they return to nursery.
For children who are feeling under-the-weather but are still well enough to attend nursery:

· We ask all families to be honest with us regarding how their child is feeling.  It is important for us to know if any child has been unwell or under the weather, even if it is just from teething, so that we can monitor the child during their day and provide appropriate care.  Please be aware that temperatures in babies and young children can become serious very quickly and so free exchange of information between parents/carers and the nursery is vital.

· In the event a child becomes un-well at Nursery we follow our procedures to make them as comfortable as possible while the nursery contacts the child’s parents/cares to arrange for their early collection.

· Denton Island Nursery obtains written permission from each child’s parent/carers to seek medical advice and guidance regarding a child’s well-being in the event the child is ill but their families cannot be contacted ensuring children have access to immediate and appropriate care.

· In the event of a child becoming seriously ill at nursery then our emergency procedures will be followed.

For children taking short-course medications (e.g., antibiotics)

· Please be aware that Nursery staff cannot administer any medications for the treatment of illness/infections.  
· Children who have been prescribed medications for colds/coughs/snuffles etc need to have been taking the medicine for at least 24 hours at home before they can return to nursery.  This reduces the chance of the infection spreading.
· For children finishing courses of antibiotics/ cough medicines who have returned to nursery we require that parents/carers administer such medications themselves or make arrangements for a relative/friend to pop into the nursery to do this on their behalf.

For children with on-going or complex medical needs:
· Children with ongoing or complex medical needs (e.g., Asthma, Eczema, etc...) have a personal Health Care Plan drawn up by the key person with the child’s family when they start nursery. This details the child’s individual medical and health needs, for more information on Health Care Plans please see our Medicines Policy. 

· We will only administer Prescription Medications to children in our care who have on-going or recurrent health care needs (e.g., Asthma, diabetes etc...), and then only with prior written consent and details about the medication along with times and dosage instructions from the child’s parents/carers.   Please refer to our Medicines policy included in the Welcome pack or located in any of the nursery’s policy folders for further information.
