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COVID 19 Policy

*Please note this policy runs alongside many of our existing nursery policies during this period.*
COVID 19 symptoms

The main symptoms of coronavirus are:

· high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature)

· new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

· loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.

Staying at home if you have symptoms (self-isolation)

If your symptoms are mild you are not to leave your home. This is called self-isolation.

· Anyone with symptoms must self-isolate for 10 days from when their symptoms started.

· Anyone who does not have symptoms must self-isolate for 14 days from when the first person in your home started having symptoms.
· If retuning from abroad the nursery has a mandatory 14 day isolation period before anyone can return to nursery.

Statement of Intent

The purpose of this policy is to provide a clear and concise framework for the nursery to operate during the Coronavirus Pandemic.  

The guidance has been compiled from ‘Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak’ government document which can be found in full at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures?utm_source=3807b822-ed59-4cac-ae4f-fe161d93fc08&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
Legislative Guidance in place during the COVID 19 Pandemic 
Keeping safe

The primary responsibility of all Early Years’ settings during this time is to keep both children and staff safe.  In this time this means the nursery MUST inforce very strict and rigorous hygiene and infection controls.  This means that our 

· SICK CHILD POLICY and procedures; 

· COLLECTION OF CHILDREN POLICY and Procedures; 

· HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY and procedures and our 

· SETTLING-IN AND TRANSITION POLICY and procedures 

have undergone major adaptations. 

Many other policies such as our Outdoor and Free Flow Policy; Visitors Policy; and Behaviour Management Policy have also been affected by measures related to managing the COVID 19 pandemic.

Preventing and controlling Infection

“The public health advice in this guidance makes up a PHE-endorsed ‘system of controls’, building on the hierarchy of protective measures that have been in use throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. When implemented in line with a revised risk assessment, these measures create an inherently safer environment for children and staff where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially reduced for children and staff.” 
(Point 3: Infection Prevention and Control: ‘Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak’)
All staff, parents and carers, and visitors to the setting MUST follow all controls put into place by the nursery during this time in order for them to effective.  Failure to comply with these controls could result in disciplinary action up to and including dismissal for staff or result in a parent or carer being asked to remove their child from the nursery.  

Risk Assessment

Denton Island Nursery has implement a full health and safety Risk Assessment related to managing the risk of COVID 19 this is monitored and updated as government guidance changes.
For more information Please refer to the nurseries Health and Safety Policy under COVID 19 addendum.

Having assessed their risk, settings should work through the system of controls below, adopting measures in a way that addresses the risk identified in their assessment, works for their setting, and in line with the learning and development needs of children in settings.
The System of controls
Prevention:

All settings MUST undertake the following control measures in an attempt to prevent the spread of COVID 19:-
1) Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend settings

2) Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual

3) Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach

4) Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach

5) Minimise contact between groups where possible

6) Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)

Controls number 1 to 4 must be in place within the nursery at all times; Control 5 must be properly considered and settings must put in place measures that suit their particular circumstances, while control 6 applies in all specific circumstances.

Response to any infection:

All settings MUST undertake the following control measures in an attempt to prevent the spread of COVID 19:-
7) Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process

8) Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the setting community

9) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice

10) Notify Ofsted
The nursery must follow controls numbers 7 to 10 in every instance where they are relevant.

Measures in place during the COVID 19 Pandemic

Given the above ‘system of controls’ Denton Island Nursery will be implementing the following control measures and procedural and policy changes.  

All staff must make themselves aware of these measures and the nursery must ensure that parents, carers and site visitors are made fully aware of all controls relevant to them through sharing the relevant policy, Q and A and other related materials.

1) Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend setting
No child showing symptoms of COVID 19 should be attending nursery, nor should any child attend nursery who lives with someone who is showing COVID 19 symptoms.  
This rule also applies to staff or visitors to the nursery:  If you, or someone in your household, shows COVID 19 symptoms STAY HOME.

If a child becomes unwell whilst at nursery they will be made comfortable in our medical room with a familiar member of staff, Parents will be contacted and asked to collect their child immediately.

In the event a member of nursery staff or a nursery visitor becomes unwell they will sent home immediately to self-isolate. 

For details on how the nursery will remain vigilant to this please refer to our SICK CHILD POLICY COVID 19 ADDENDUM.  ..\Current Policies\Sick Child policy COVID 19 addendum 2020.doc
2) Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual

The nursery has implemented rigorous hand washing protocols staring with washing hands on arrival and before leaving.  Hands are washed with soap and running water for at least 20 seconds ensuring all areas of the hands and between the fingers are covered. Hands are then dried on individual paper towels.  In addition hand sanitiser is also available.
3) Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach

All staff and children have access to tissues and children are being taught to couch into their elbow if necessary.  Tissues are disposed of in bagged, lidded bins and hands are then washed or sanitised.
4) Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach

The nursery has introduced a number of new cleaning routines and procedures as a result of its COVID 19 risk assessment.  
For full details on this please refer to the HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY COVID 19 ADDENDUM.
5) Minimise contact between groups where possible

As of September 1st 2020 it is no longer a requirement that children and staff are grouped in small, consistent clusters formerly known as ‘Bubbles’.  This means group sizes will be returning to normal based on the nursery’s three rooms.  However we are still required to keep contact outside of each room group to a minim.

This means, amongst other minor changes:-

· We will not be operating any free-flow periods between rooms.  
· The rooms have been altered to create safe passage to and from the baby room for staff without contact with the main room staff or children.  

· The toddlers access the main garden at set times via a safe route when the main room children are inside.  

· Strict collection and drop off protocols reduce mixing on arrival and when leaving the nursery. 
· Staff now either work permanently in the toddler room or the main room rather than moving between the two.  Baby Room staff continue to act as self-contained unit.
Minimising contact between groups can reduce the number of children and staff required to self-isolate in the event of children or staff testing positive for coronavirus (COVID-19).

This also means that during this time children we strongly advise that children attend only 1 setting, this will help us minimise risk between settings.
6) Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)

With the exception of when a member of staff is caring for a child showing symptoms of COVID 19, Public Health England has not advised the wearing of PPE for nursery staff beyond what we would normal wear to carry out personal care routines or to administer first aid etc. 

It is not considered necessary or beneficial for staff to wear face masks.

7) Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process

Settings are required to ensure that they understand the NHS test and trace process and know how to contact the local PHE health protection team by calling 0344 225 3861,selecting Option 3 and then Option 1.

Tests can be booked online through the NHS website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to internet.  Early Years staff have priority access to testing as we come under the essential workers category. 

It is also a requirement that the nursery helps all parents/carers understand that they will need to be ready and willing to:

· book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and children must not come into the setting if they have symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in the setting. All children can be tested, including children under 5, but children under 11 will need to be helped by their parents or carers if using a home testing kit

· provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace

· self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
(3.3 Point 7: ‘Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak’)
To do this we provide families with a number of our materials including a Q and A document explaining in plain English the responsibilities nursery families have.  We also use our Tapestry learning journey’s, letters home, text and email and social media systems to provide written information as well having one to one conversations with families.
In the case of a positive test the period of self-isolation must continue as described in our SICK CHILD POLICY COVID 19 ADDENDUM.  In the case of a negative test the child/staff member can stop the period of self-isolation and return to the nursery UNLESS they continue to show COVID 19 or other flu symptoms – in this case government advice is to remain home to stop passing on the infection which will result in further unnecessary isolation and testing for others.
The nursery will continue to check the NHS website for further updates and information about testing under 5’s

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-in-children/ 

8) Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the setting community

The nursery must take swift action in the event of a confirmed case of COVID 19 and contact the local health protection team who will support the nursery in performing a rapid risk assessment which will inform all subsequent action.  
Please refer to our SICK CHILD POLICY COVID 19 ADDENDUM and ESCC’s protocols for dealing with both suspected and confirmed cases of COVID 19 for details on how the nursery will act in this situation.

..\..\..\COVID info\Information on suspected and confirmed cases of C-19\Protocol-for-responding-to-suspected-covid-19 AUG 20.docx
..\..\..\COVID info\Information on suspected and confirmed cases of C-19\Protocol-for-responding-to-a-confirmed-covid-19 AUG 20.docx
9) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice

Please refer to our SICK CHILD POLICY COVID 19 ADDENDUM and the above mentioned ESCC’s protocols for dealing with both suspected and confirmed cases of COVID 19 for details on how the nursery will act in this situation.

10) Notify Ofsted
The nursery must notify Ofsted of any confirmed cases of COVID 19 and any changes in circumstances due to COVID 19 (these are detailed in our SICK CHILD POLICY COVID 19 ADDENDUM).
Parents, carers and setting visitors during the COVID 19 Pandemic
Government advice is that only essential visitors should be allowed into the nursery during this phase of Control Measures.  In practice this means parents and carers are currently NOT permitted to enter the nursery.

In order to adhere to this our drop off and collections of children routines have had to alter radically to ensure social distancing can be maintained and mixing of individuals within the nursery community be minimised. 
For details on drop off and collection routines please refer to: Q and A document: and COLLECTION OF CHILDREN FROM NURSERY POLICY COVID 19 Addendum.
The nursery will endeavour to ensure that where we are working in partnership with other professionals to support children and families this will be done over the phone, via email or virtually where possible.  Where a visit is necessary social distancing MUST be maintained.

Any necessary contactors working within the setting must be made aware of all control measures relevant to them whilst on-site and where possible work should take place outside of the nursery’s normal opening hours.

This also means that the nursery cannot currently provide show-rounds to prospective parents.  Our Prospectus and website contain a good amount of information for parents/carers to gain information about the nursery and a telephone appointment will allow additional information to be shared and parents questions to be answered. 
Our Settling-in and Transition routines have also needed to be changed to fit with this guidance: New children will be allocated spaces to start from mid-September onwards. For those children who will need settles during this time we will have to follow a new procedure to minimise risk but also social distancing rules for adults.

· Prior to the first settle a paperwork will have been sent home for families to complete.

· A parent/carer will be able to attend a settle with their child but they must remain outside in the garden at all times

· Parent/carers will then be asked to drop off their child at the baby gate for their independent settle

· We will need to limit how many settles children can be offered in order to minimise mixing 

For more details please refer to our SETTLING-IN AND TRANSITION POLICY COVID 19 ADDENDUM.
The nursery will also contact parents/carer of nursery children returning after a long period of absence to talk through how we aim to settle back their child into nursery ready for September and to introduce the changes to drop off and collection procedures.

Records of all visitors should be made to ensure that the NHS Track and Trace procedures are not impeded in the event of a case of COVID 19 within the nursery community. 

Attendance Guidelines
All children who normally access childcare are strongly encouraged to attend so that they can gain the learning and wellbeing benefits of early education.
Children who are Vulnerable

For the majority of children it is now considered to be low risk to return to nursery:
‘Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject to a continued decline in the rates of community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that even the small number of children who will remain on the shielded patient list can return to settings, as can those who have family members who are shielding. The current shielding advice is available at Guidance on shielding and protecting people who are clinically extremely vulnerable from Covid-19
(4.1 ‘Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak’)
For children with complex health conditions individual risk assessments and care plans may be needed to ensure the can return to nursery safely in line with our SEND policy found in our EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION POLICY.  

In the event of reduced capacity operation (see below) the nursery will prioritise nursery sessions for vulnerable children including: children who are supported by social care, those with safeguarding and welfare needs, including child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and those with EHCP’s, including those in the process of statutory assessment for an EHCP. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision  
Many parents may be anxious about sending their children back to nursery after a long period of shielding or isolating so positive communication and sharing of information about all the control measure in place will be essential to allay any fears or concerns enough for children to return successfully to the nursery.  Extra support may be needed for families who are EAL or who have low literacy skills and the nursery encourages families to discuss their concerns with their child’s consultant or GP to aid in their decision making process.
Attendance at nursery is not compulsory. However, there is an expectation where by vulnerable children who have a social worker are expected to attend by the government. Where parents are reluctant for their child to attend, the nursery will work with the families’ social worker to explore the concerns directly and where possible resolve them. 
Children with an EHCP will be risk-assessed by the nursery in consultation with the parent and East Sussex, to decide whether they continue to need to be offered a nursery place in order to meet their needs or whether they can safely have their needs met at home.  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures/guidance-for-schools-about-temporarily-closing
In the event of a local outbreak children and their families who are considered vulnerable will be advised to resume shielding until the risk reduces.  Where children in these vulnerable groups are not attending, we will put in place arrangements for regularly monitoring of the child’s needs, provision and well-being.  
Taking children from a closed setting

The nursery will support local families whose settings have closed (for example due to staff shortages) by providing temporary places where these are available. Allocation of such emergency places will be prioritised as described below under ‘session availability and prioritising places’.  

The nursery will follow its settling and transition procedures as best it can in such times to ease the stress placed on children and staff as much as possible.  Please see our SETTLING-IN AND TRANSITION POLICY for more details.

Session availability and prioritising places
The nursery is currently still working at reduced capacity as not all staff have yet returned, furthermore as it is highly likely there will be an increase in staff absence as we enter cold and flu season with the COVID controls in place there may be the need to reduce our session availability and implement a placement prioritising system.

If there is a need to prioritise places (for example, where a nursery is oversubscribed, or unable to operate at full capacity), the nursery is required to give priority to:-

1. vulnerable children and children of critical workers; then 
2. 3- and 4-year-olds, in particular those who will be transitioning to Reception in September; followed by 
3. Younger age groups.
The nursery will take all possible steps to keep places open, but this may be unavoidable at times.  Parents have a key role to play in supporting this by stringently following the COVID 19 protocols. 

Key person allocation 

Currently, all staff have not yet returned to the nursery and some staff are now based in another room; this means that for some children, their key person may not be there to support them. 
For children whose key person is not at nursery, their secondary key person will take on the role in full and provide care, support and update the tapestry journals.  

For children whose key-person is now working in another room to them they will be given a new key-person to take on their learning and development needs.  Where it is possible this role will be given to their secondary key-person.

In some cases it may be necessary to assign a new temporary key person as neither their key person nor secondary key person is on site to support these children.

The emotional well-being of many children is likely to have been affected during this time, especially if they are returning to nursery after a long break and their key person is not available to resume care.  Please refer to our BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT POLICY for more details on this.
Additional Considerations
The COVID pandemic has meant many aspects of life have changed in a short period of time and as such many things have had to change alongside them to ensure safety.  Below are some additional considerations the nursery has been required to consider.
Managing staff shortages

In the event of a staff shortage (for example due to sickness, self-isolation requirements or shielding advice) the nursery will attempt to source suitable cover from within SCDA first and then from the wider Early Years community.  All staff used for cover MUST be appropriately qualified and DBS checked, however the nursery can use short-term cover staff without gaining/holding copies of the DBS etc. as long as they can gain assurance from reputable sources that such checks and referencing has been taken by the individuals current/ most recent place of work.

Outings and Visits

Please refer to our OUTINGS AND VISITS POLICY.

Supporting Home Learning for children unable to attend the setting

While for the majority of children it is now considered to be low risk to return to nursery, there will be times when children cannot attend due to self-isolation requirements, shielding advice or staff shortages in which case the nursery will work to ensure families are supported with home learning advice via our Facebook page, the Tapestry system, in the post or via email.
Safeguarding Considerations

Safeguarding is a full priority through this pandemic.  Many families have been placed under enormous stress and the need for support and protection for many children across the country has greatly increased.  

The nursery is supported by a team of DSL’s (Designated Safeguarding Leads) who watch over this area and provide support for staff and families. 

During the COVID pandemic it is not a requirement for DSL’s to be onsite, however they must be contactable during opening hours.  Staff must ensure they are aware of the updated contacts of the nursery and SCDA DSL team.
Please see our SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION POLICY COVID 19 AMENDMENT for more details.

Alterations to the EYFS

There have been a number of necessary alterations made to the EYFS to reduce the likelihood of infections passing between individuals and thereby safeguard everyone’s health.

· The nursery cannot operate its usual free-flow routines due to the need to limit children and staff contact between groups.
· Many children are needing much more emotional support at this time for a range of different reasons.

· Only essential visitors are being allowed into the setting so the 27 month Integrated Health Check will not be going ahead at this time

· The increased demand to clean all items between use by different groups of children (e.g. Garden Equipment, soft play, sensory equipment, cots etc.) and throughout the day does impact on the amount of staff available to provide small focused group work.
· Careful consideration has been given to how to minimise the use of shared resources including those for painting, sticking, cutting and outdoor construction activities all of which would need to be thoroughly cleaned before and after use by different groups. We have a clear cleaning rota for each day to minimise risk.

· During this time malleable resources will not be shared and sandpits will unfortunately not be used at this time.

Given this the government has advised settings to focus on the Prime Areas of Learning and Development as well as a strong focus on helping children to keep themselves safe during this pandemic.   Staff will continue to observe and support children learning whilst at nursery, staff will continue to upload photos and observations to tapestry journals. 
For details on how the nursery is delivering the EYFS in this time please refer to our PLAYING AND LEARNING POLICY COVID 19 AMENDMENT.  Or click on the link below to read the amended EYFS document:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
First-aider requirement

While it is still necessary to have a fully qualified paediatric first aider on site at all times there has been a threshold lowering regarding the need for recertification so that providers currently ‘must do their best to arrange requalification training at the earliest opportunity’ (Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak) and certificates which expired after 16th March 2020 have had their date for renewal extended until 25th November 2020. 

Ratios

The EYFS states that ‘Exceptionally, and where the quality of care and safety and security of children is maintained, changes to the ratios may be made’ (EYFS; Paragraph 3:30) this means the nursery, during this pandemic needs only to take ‘reasonable endeavors’ to ensure that half the staff on duty (excluding the manager) hold a full and relevant level 2 qualification.  This does not enable working over-ratio.
New staff and DBS checks

Nurseries may currently begin employment of new staff or volunteers whilst waiting for their DBS to arrive providing they are never left alone to supervise children and a fully DBS checked staff member is always in the room with them.  New staff without a DBS should not change nappies or undertake children’s personal care routines until their DBS arrives.  Volunteers, either with or without a DBS must not:-
· Change nappies

· Support personal care routines

· Enter the children’s bathroom
Ofsted
Whilst Ofsted are not undertaking routine assessment of settings they are continuing to offer support and guidance and continue in their safeguarding oversite role so an inspection could be triggered in the event of a complaint or safeguarding incident.

The nursery should keep Ofsted informed if they need to close (e.g. due to a COVID 19 outbreak, staff shortage etc.) or are re-opening by sending an email to enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk with ‘Change in operating hours’ in the subject field. In the body of the email, please confirm the nurseries unique reference number (URN) and the details of the change. The nurseries URN can be found on our registration, inspection report(s), and on our Ofsted reports page.

In addition, any confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the setting (either child or staff member), and if the setting has been advised to close as a result, should be swiftly reported to Ofsted through the usual notification channels.

Parents/carers can still contact Ofsted in the normal way as part of the CONCERNS, COMPLAINTS AND COMPLEMENTS POLICY.
Funding

Normal funding arrangements have resumed for the Autumn 2020 term with the free entitlement for qualifying two, three and four year olds back to normal.  Parents/carers should contact the nursery administrator Kerry Foote on 01273 5151525 or email on nursery@sussexcommunity.org.uk for more details.
